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Introducing Philosophy, Ethics and Developments in
Christian Thought

Philosophy is an academic discipline that exercises reason and logic in an attempt to understand reality and
answer fundamental questions about knowledge, life, morality and human nature. The ancient Greeks, who were
among the first to practice philosophy, coined the term, which means “love of wisdom.” Those who study
philosophy are called philosophers. Through the ages, philosophers have sought to answer such questions as,
what is the meaning and purpose of life? How do we know what we know? Does God exist? What does it mean
to possess consciousness! And, what is the value of morals?

Philosophers attempt to answer such questions through the philosophical method. The method usually begins
when a philosopher examines his own beliefs and begins to doubt their validity. From his doubt, questions
emerge. Before answering a question, the philosopher thoroughly analyzes it to ensure it is clearly and properly
defined. This helps narrow the path to the most precise answer. Next, the philosopher proposes possible
answers to the question and provides reasoned arguments to support each one. The arguments are then
critiqued by other philosophers, who may give rebuttals. Through this process of criticism and judgment, known
as dialectic, philosophers attempt to prove the rationality of their beliefs and discover fundamental truths.

It’s no coincidence that the philosophical method has much in common with the scientific method. Indeed, early

science was known as “natural philosophy.” Philosophers like Aristotle developed the concepts of inductive and

deductive reasoning that form the basis of modern scientific study. The roots of the physical sciences like physics
and geology can be traced back to ancient philosophy.

From http://www.whatisphilosophy.net/

Going further: BBC Why study Philosophy? https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0344x6k

What is the purpose of the A-level?
To:

I. Develop your interest in a rigorous study of religion and belief and relate it to the wider world

2. Develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study of religion

3. Develop an understanding and appreciation of religious thought and its contribution to individuals,
communities and societies

4. Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion

5. Reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their study.
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Philosophy begins after all the empirical facts
have been gathered, and there are still
questions.

¥
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What will | learn?

The course is devided into three sections: Philosophy, Ethics and

Developments in Christian Thought

In Philosophy you will study:

N o U A W N

Ancient philosophical influences

The nature of the soul, mind and body

Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God
The nature and impact of religious experience

The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil
Ideas about the nature of God

Issues in religious language.

In Religion and ethics you will study:

l.
2.

Normative ethical theories- Natural Law, Situation Ethics, Kant Utilitarianism

The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance- Euthanasia and
Business ethics to those theories

Ethical language- Meta Ethics and thought

Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience

Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs.



In Developments in Christian thought you will study:
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Christian beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and
in the contemporary world

Sources of religious wisdom and authority

Practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition

Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought

Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society




Philosophy

This explores philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and
belief.

>

>

Ancient philosophical influences provides important foundational
knowledge for the study of philosophy of religion.

This and Soul, mind and body enable the exploration of
philosophical language and thought through significant concepts
and the works of key thinkers.

You will critically analyse three contrasting arguments regarding
the existence of God. Such arguments are a fundamental element
of philosophy of religion, as well as key to the personal beliefs of
many individuals.

You will also be introduced to different types of religious
experience, and will be encouraged to discuss and debate the
significance and meaning of such experiences, as well as how they
can shape religious belief.

The problem of evil and suffering will also be explored. Debated
for millennia, this issue is still relevant and problematic for many
today.

Through studying the nature of God, you will explore how ideas
within philosophy of religion have developed over time, and make
comparisons between the ideas presented in works of key
scholars.

Finally, the two sections that focus on religious language give you
the opportunity to examine issues such as whether religious
teachings should be understood symbolically or analogically, or
whether religious language should be regarded cognitively or non-
cognitively.

Going further: Crash Course What is Philosophy?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A CAkYt3GY

How is Philosophy Defined?

What are some of the question raised?

What is metaphysics?

What is Value Theory?

Why is Logic important?

What is the ‘two step method? Why is it important?

What areas are there to philosophy?

Philosophy, (from Greek, by
way of Latin, philosophia, “love
of wisdom”’) the rational,
abstract, and methodical
consideration of reality as a
whole or of fundamental
dimensions of human existence
and experience.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/philosophy
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Ethics

In this component, you have the opportunity to study key concepts
related to religion and ethics.

P As part of your study, you will study four normative ethical
theories, providing a range of approaches: deontological and
teleological, religious and non-religious.

P These theories will then be applied to two issues of
importance; euthanasia and business ethics. This allows you to
explore contemporary issues and deepen their understanding
of the ethical theories.

P> Within Ethical Language: Meta-ethics, you will explore how
ethical language has changed over time and been interpreted
by different individuals.

P> To develop your awareness of the importance of significant
concepts within the study of ethics, you will be required to
examine the significant ethical concept of conscience, through
a comparison of the works of two key thinkers; Aquinas and
Freud.

P Finally, in Developments in Ethical Thought, you will examine
areas of sexual ethics, a highly relevant and interesting area of
study. You will explore how attitudes to pre and extra marital
sex and homosexuality have influenced and been influenced by
developments in religious beliefs, and also how the four
normative theories they previously studied can be applied to
these areas

Going further: Would you sacrifice one person to save five? -
Eleanor Nelsen

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/would-you-sacrifice-one-person-to-save-
five-eleanor-nelsenftwatch

What is the trolley problem?
What does it suggest about Ethical decision making?

What are the problems with it as an analogy?


https://ed.ted.com/lessons/would-you-sacrifice-one-person-to-save-five-eleanor-nelsen#watch
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/would-you-sacrifice-one-person-to-save-five-eleanor-nelsen#watch

Ethics, also called moral
philosophy, the discipline

concerned with what is
morally good and bad and

morally right and wrong.
The term is also applied to

any system or theory of
moral values or principles.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/ethics-philosophy



https://www.britannica.com/topic/ethics-philosophy
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Studying religion and ethics

1 = the mini theary
¥Oou most like;
9 = the mim theory
you least like

148

IS10NS, or your heart?
Are you the kind of person who uses your head to make deci yo
2. ey

D believe ethics come from beliefs (religious or philosophical ones) human
3. Doyou

) D[%Q’
something else?

4. Do you think ethics really exist?

How do we live a good life?

There are many ethical theories explored in this book. Consider the mini ethical theorieg

link to the book's chapters. Think about them and arrange them in a diamond nine shape.

thing linked to a particular culture. People are gj
A. Amoral is a personal opinion, or some ' .
Cultures are different, so morals are different. There is no right or wrong answer, on

or nght for your culture When in Rome, do as the Romans do! When in Japan, do
Morals are relative.

Morals are fixed rules, standing apart from our opinions. Th
better lives. They are there to protect people from the dam

below, whics

lynghtfti'h
3s the Japanegy

ey are there to challenge us tg live

age that can be done when lines
are crossed.

C. There are some things we should j

poor, the sick, and the elderly. Mo
carried out

Ufe is, how important 1t 1s to look after
to learn from each other. We need to do things that support the m
avoid doing those things which do nat support them,
The good life is nat Just about followin,
attitudes and behavigurs that We can exercise tg
Integrity, etc. The attitudes an

d behaviours which
result. This is somethin

g we all da together, not 3

ost important things in life, ang

g rules; it is about Practicing a way of life. Taking on certain
become good People - honesty, courage, justice
are nght, are those which lead to the best ol

S indeuals. S0 that the behaviours we acont
are shared by our Communities.

ou cannot always predict what the right thing to do is. Sometimes you Just have to |
situation and make a d

ECision at that moment. R
you face, following the rules

rules. Being moral is about acting with the Most important principles in mind - ultimately
to decide on 3 course of actign that you think fits th

00K a

0 be nice to People who are like us, but life ;
are not like y

- -1t s easy to rely on rules from the ruleboo
P situations where the fules don't
happens as 3 result

seem to help, 5o we need to think about

ofwhatvaedo.WeneedtOImk o |

Consequence of Qur actions and ask Ourselves g S et R e ac
on what that js,

what is the best outcome? Once we have
rules, R Whatever it takes to get that outcome, even if that means

=

L Human beings
become a frigh
things become
moral authgry

te:er: msgii::cfe;teures and left to our own devices, society would break e
terrible 1t Eﬁuld bea n parts of the world where there isnolawa
ty to stop yg from tearin -ea world if we are not careful. We neec

9 each other apart for our gwn selfish interests

e

t the

ules can get in the way because, in the situation
May do harm. So just

ou have

YOU id
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CHRISTIANITY

Developments in Christian Thought
In this Section, you’ll have the opportunity to undertake a systematic study of key

concepts within the development of Christian thought.

You will explore religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections, how they
have developed historically and how they are presently discussed.

The first section explores human nature in the context of the purpose of life, the self
and immortality.

P You will explore Augustine’s ideas regarding the human condition, as well as
different Christian interpretations of the promise and nature of the afterlife.


https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity

In Knowledge of God, both natural and revealed theology will be studied,
including the relationship between faith and reason. This will enable discussion
of how Christians may understand their relationship with God.

You will also explore historical and theological understandings of the person of
Jesus Christ. You will consider Jesus as the Son of God, teacher of wisdom and
a liberator, which will give you an insight into both traditional and
contemporary Christian theology.

In the topic Christian Moral Principles, you will consider the Bible, Church and
reason as sources of wisdom and authority. Through considering the use of
these in shaping Christian moral values and practice, this topic will allow you to
investigate the principles that shape and express religious identity, and the
diversity of practice within Christianity.

In Christian Moral Action, you will undertake a detailed study of the ideas and
impact of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This study of Christian moral principles in action
will place moral principles in a real-world context, making the study of
Christianity more tangible for you.

A significant development in Christian thought studied is that of pluralism, a vital
concept in this age of migration and multi-cultural societies. The two topics
which explore this concept enable the consideration of the ways that Christian
traditions view other religious and non-religious worldviews. This raises issues
of the nature of salvation, religious tolerance, respect and recognition of
opposing views.

The changing roles of men and women, and feminist approaches to theology,
form the basis of the two further topics. These topics encourage you to reflect
on issues of gender identity, equality and discrimination and the social influence
of religious institutions, and provide the opportunity to compare the works of
two key scholars.

Finally, this component explores the challenges posed by secularism, and a
range of responses to this. These topics enable the study of how developments
in beliefs and practices have, over time, influenced and been influenced by
developments in philosophy, politics and studies of religion, as well as an
investigation into the diversity within Christian practice through the theology of
Liberation.



Going further: Bible Project Series

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpa0gcPyo&list=PLHOSzn | yYNec-
HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh

Using these videos and your own additional research you need to find out about the
following Biblical stories, events or characters.

l. The Story of the Fall?
What happens?
How does this story link with Christian ideas about Jesus?

2. The story of Exile

Where, when and why were the Israelites exiled to?

What does the prophet Jeremiah teach about exile in Babylon?
What is the link with Jesus?

3. The Suffering Servant passages of Isaiah
Who was Isaiah?

What is the background to Isaiah’s writings?

What does Isaiah write about the suffering servant?
What is the link with Jesus?

4. The Prophets (there is a Bible project video called prophets)
What do prophets do? Who are they?

What do they teach about the covenant?

What is the Day of the Lord? What is the link with Jesus?

5. The Messiah

What does the Old Testament teach about the Messiah?
Why do Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah?

What Jewish expectations of the Messiah does Jesus not fulfil?

6. Jesus

What are the main events in Jesus’ life?

What does Jesus teach in the Sermon on the Mount?

What does Jesus mean when he calls himself the Son of Man?
What is the day of the Lord?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpa0gcPyo&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec-HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzWpa0gcPyo&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec-HZjVHooeb4BSDSeHhEoh
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Why study developments i
ns raised by and about religions’ (D.F. Ford,

Theology at its broadest 15 thinking about questio
Theology, A Very Short Introduction, 2000, p. 3). At a time when religion is debated and challenged in

the world. it seems important to explore question raised by and about religions.
ttempt to look at using the methods, the language

religion from the inside,
from the insider’s p the doctrines, dogmas and

To study theology is to a

and the view of the world erspective. It explores

teachings that Christians live by.

e is no debate. From the beginning of Christianity there has been debate, in

of a Christian life and the fundamental questions that distinguish

d purpose of human e? Is there something unique about a person,
csible to know anything about

d death? How 1S it po
ean to live a life of Christian moral principles

This does not mean ther
different attempts to make sense
Christianity: What is the nature an
and does anything continue of that person beyon
these questions? Who is Jesus Christ and what does itm

and actions?
Over time, some have tried to answer

influenced by the ways of thinking an
else, something beyond their [imitations.
| ideas an

trikingly different ways,

sometimes in s
influenced by something

these questions,
times, and possibly

d history of therr

4 beliefs it is hetpful 10 cultivate an open mind to the

To understand these theologica






Developing your study skills:

Note taking methods:

One of the most important skills is being able to take notes, as A-level is a lot
more ‘lecture’ style in that the teacher will talk, but won’t always tell you what
to write down, so you must make notes as you go along. Here are some
suggested techniques:

| https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njstkéxlrh0

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Affuwy]ZTQQ
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErSjc | PEGKE

Reading Philosophy:

The other important skill is reading (and understanding) Philosophy. It is
essential to remember that philosophy is notoriously difficult to understand. This
means that the first time you hear/ read or learn about philosophy it is really
hard to know what is going on. This is often because you are dealing with not
only the subject matter itself- but its existential impact upon yourself- what does
this mean for me and my reality. The trick is often to read/ hear/ see the
argument a couple of times. Just go through it first, without necessarily
attempting to understand it, then go through it a second time taking the time to
pick apart what is being said.

This a useful website to help guide you on some of the trickier ones:
https://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/

“Strong minds discuss ideas,
average minds discuss events, weak
minds discuss people!

Socrates



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njstk6xlrh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AffuwyJZTQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErSjc1PEGKE
https://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/
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Other Media Resources

Woatch:
Crash Course Philosophy?
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/philosophy

TED talks Philosophy:
https://www.ted.com/topics/philosophy
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=philosophy

Story of God (Netflix)
https://www.netflix.com/sb/title/80 | 78897

The School of Life (Western Philosophy)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwxNMb28Xmpeyp|MHfNbJ4RAFKkRtmAN3P

Listen:
In our time (Philosophy):
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0 | fOvzr

In our time (Religion):
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0 | gvqlg

The Moral Maze:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk | | /episodes/player



https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/philosophy
https://www.ted.com/topics/philosophy
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=philosophy
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80178897
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN3P
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01gvqlg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11/episodes/player

Morality in the 21st Century:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/bObh7jkp/episodes/player

Philosophy and Understanding:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0344x49/episodes/guide

Infinite Monkey Cage:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snrOw/episodes/player

Words of Faith:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0376vr9/episodes/gsuide

The Philosopher’s Arms:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0 | lyb82/episodes/player

The Public Philosopher:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0 | nmlh2/episodes/player

Website:
Panpsycast:
https://thepanpsycast.com/home

Philosophy Dungeon:
https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/philosophy-of-religion.html

Read:

Introductory Reading:

Blackburn, S. Think, OUP 2001

Gaarder, . Sophie’s World, London: Phoenix House 1995
Nagel, T. What Does It All Mean? OUP 1987 (reprinted 2004)
Warburton, N. Philosophy: The Basics (5th ed.), Routledge 2012

Philosophy of Religion:

Vardy, P. The Puzzle of God, Harper Collins (1999)

Davies, B. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion, OUP 1993

Keller, T. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Scepticism, Hodder and Stoughton, 2009

Christianity:

Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity, HarpurCollins (also free on Audible Audiobooks and as a
pdf downloadable here
https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf)

McGrath, A. Christianity: An Introduction, Blackwell Publishing 2015

Ethics:

Dimmock, M. and Fisher, A. Ethics for A Level, Open Book Publishing

Palmer, M. Moral Problems: a Coursebook for Schools and Colleges, James Clarke and Co.,
2005

Wilcockson, M. Issues of Life and Death, Hodder Education, 2009


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bh7jkp/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0344x49/episodes/guide
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0376vr9/episodes/guide
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01lyb82/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01nmlh2/episodes/player
https://thepanpsycast.com/home
https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/philosophy-of-religion.html
https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf
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